
WILDFIRE DISASTER ADVISORY
(For use with properties in or around areas affected by a wildfire)

(C.A.R. Form WFDA, Revised 6/22)

1. WILDFIRE DISASTERS: Buyer/Lessee is aware that as a result of recent wildfire disasters there are current and unresolved health
and safety concerns related to the aftermath and clean-up of the wildfire disaster areas, as well as unknown and possible future
concerns related to the rebuilding of infrastructure in the affected areas of the wildfires. Unfortunately, the impact of wildfires has
not been limited to the fire areas themselves. Many areas have had air quality impacted by smoke and air particulates from distant
fires. Additionally, fires continue to occur in previously unaffected areas. Fires may be an issue throughout the state of California.

2. WILDFIRE DISASTER CONCERNS AND ISSUES:  The following non-exhaustive list represents concerns and issues that may
impact Buyer/Lessee decisions about purchasing or leasing property impacted by a wildfire disaster, both currently and in the
future. It is not intended to be, nor can it be, a check list for all issues that might arise when purchasing or leasing property
impacted by a wildfire disaster; concerns and issues include, but are not limited to:
A. Insurance related issues such as past claims, the importance of identifying the insurability of the property, and the availability

and the cost of insurance as early in the process as possible;
B. Lot clearing costs and requirements; toxic materials analysis, debris removal requirements;
C. Whether the home has been fire hardened, and if so to what extent, to help reduce the risk of the structure catching fire;
D. Local, state and federal requirements for cleanup and building approvals;
E. Air quality, soil quality, and any other environmental or personal health concerns, even after the wildfire event has ended;
F. Timelines, costs and requirements when obtaining required permits for building and utilities installation;
G. Availability of and access to electricity, gas, sewer and other public or private utility services;
H. Water delivery/potability; septic and/or sewer design; requirements and construction costs;
I. Potential redesign of streets and infrastructure including possible eminent domain, land condemnation and/or acquisition;
J. Inconvenience and delays due to road construction and unavailability of various goods, systems, or services; and
K. Impact that federal, state or local disaster declarations may have on materials prices, costs and rents.

3. BUYER/LESSEE ADVISORIES: Buyer/Lessee is advised:
A. To check early in your transaction to determine if you are able to obtain insurance on the property.
B. To investigate to their own satisfaction any and all concerns of Buyer/Lessee about the intended use of the property.
C. That the area of the wildfire disaster will likely be under construction for a protracted period of time after a fire, and

Buyer/Lessee may be inconvenienced by delays, traffic congestion, noise, dust, intermittent utilities availability.
D. That due to the extraordinary catastrophe of a wildfire, there may be changes and variations in local, state or federal laws,

codes, or requirements throughout the ongoing process of planning and rebuilding in the wildfire disaster area.
E. That some insurers have reduced or cancelled offerings for fire insurance or increased costs that impact a Buyer/Lessees

ability to afford or qualify for loans or meet income ratios for rentals.
F. That if you are not able to obtain fire insurance and have removed property investigation or loan contingencies you may be in

breach of the purchase or rental agreement.
4. RESOURCES: Below is a non-exhaustive list of potential resources provided as a starting point for Buyer/Lessee investigations

and not as an endorsement or guarantee that any federal, state, county, city or other resource will provide complete advice.
A. California Department of Insurance “WildfireResource” http://insurance.ca.gov/01-consumers/140-catastrophes

/WildfireResources.cfm; 1-800-927-4357
B. Governor's Office of Emergency Services “Cal OES”

California Wildfires Statewide Recovery Resources https://wildfirerecovery.caloes.ca.gov/
C. California Department of Forestry and Fire (”Cal Fire”) https://calfire.ca.gov/ and https://www.readyforwildfire.org/
D. California Department of Transportation https://calsta.ca.gov/
E. California Attorney General https://oag.ca.gov/consumers/pricegougingduringdisasters#8C1
F. The American Institute of Architects “Wildfire Recovery Resources” https://aia.org/pages/165776-wildfire-recovery-resources
G. Buyer/Lessee is advised to check all local municipalities (County, City, and/or Town where the property is located) for

additional resources.
5. FIRE HARDENING AND DEFENSIBLE SPACE ADVISORY:

A. California law requires certain disclosures be made concerning a property's compliance with safeguards that may
minimize the risk of a structure on the property catching fire (fire hardening) and that an agreement be reached
concerning compliance with requirements that the area surrounding structures be maintained to minimize the risk of
the spread of wildfires (defensible space). The fire hardening and defensible space laws only apply if, among other
requirements, the property is located in either a high or very high fire hazard severity zone. If there exists a final
inspection report covering fire hardening or defensible space compliance, such a report may need to be provided to the buyer.
C.A.R. Form FHDS may be used to satisfy the legal requirements.

B. WHERE TO LOCATE INFORMATION: Seller has the obligation to determine if compliance with the fire hardening and defensible
space requirements are applicable to Seller and the property. It may be possible to determine if a property is in a high or very
high fire hazard severity zone by consulting with a natural hazard zone disclosure company or reviewing the company's report.
This information may also be available through a local agency where this information should have been filed.
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C. Even if the Property is not in either of the zones specified above, or if the Seller is unable to determine whether the Property is
in either of those zones, if the Property is in or near a mountainous area, forest-covered lands, brush covered lands, grass-
covered lands or land that is covered with flammable material, a Seller may choose to make the disclosures because a Buyer
might consider the information material. Reports in the Seller's possession that materially affect the value and desirability of
the property shall be Delivered as provided by the agreement.

6. BUYER/LESSEE ACKNOWLEDGEMENT: Buyer/Lessee understands that Real Estate Agents and Real Estate Brokers have no
authority or expertise for providing guidance through the process of investigating the concerns described herein. Buyer/Lessee has
an affirmative duty to exercise reasonable care in protecting themselves.

Buyer/Lessee has read and understands this Advisory.  By signing below, Buyer/Lessee acknowledges receipt of a copy of
this Advisory.

Buyer/Lessee  Date
     

Buyer/Lessee  Date
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